, ed. E. P. Bos, (ELEMENTA: Schriften zur Philosophie und ihrer Problemgeschichte) 72 (Amsterdam, 1998), pp. 183-96. categories from the modes of predication. Thomas Aquinas followed Albertus's lead and tried to establish an exhaustive categorial division of being by showing that there are only so many ways in which predicates are said of subjects.
5 Although Aquinas never wrote a commentary on Aristotle's Categories, he provided two closely related justifi cations for the list of categories ( praedicamenta) in his commentaries on the Metaphysics (Book V, lect. 9) and the Physics (Book III, lect. 3). 6 Moreover, Aquinas's account was historically more infl uential than Albert 's, even though Aquinas's discussions of the topic are relatively brief.
Although the division of the categories is metaphysically fundamental and interesting, as well as hotly debated among scholastics, the secondary literature on Aquinas 's contribution to the problem of suffi cientia praedicamentorum is scant. In fact, not only is the literature devoted specifi cally to it meager, but the discussion is often altogether ignored in broad discussions of Aquinas's metaphysics. 7 This is not surprising given Aquinas's brief and elliptical treatment of it. The issue, however, has not escaped the attention of a few scholars, including John Wippel , who has provided the most detailed treatment of Aquinas's view to date.
The purpose of this article is to offer an alternative interpretation of Aquinas 's view. The key passage is his statement that "those things that are said to be secundum se which signify in every manner the fi gures of predication [i.e., the modes of predication]." 8 I argue that this passage is crucial to a proper understanding of Aquinas's derivation
